
 
 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW    – Mrs Jackson Spring Term 2017   Year 5 and 6 

Literacy 
New National Curriculum 
This term work will be based largely around class reader and shorter 
novels which will provide opportunities for contextualised grammar 
teaching as well as opportunities to discuss visual literacy and to use 
the structure of texts to model and guide independent writing. 
Key Book:  Children of Winter by Berlie Doherty       
Spelling – reinforcement spelling list Y5/6 new literacy curriculum 
and grammar at appropriate level. This term will see Spellodrome 
incorporated into both class and home spelling sessions. There will 
also be sessions of guided reading led by Ms Hewison to help 
prepare the Y6 children for the demands of the KS2 Reading Sats 
paper. 

Numeracy 
New National Curriculum 
Number, Mental addition and subtraction, Shape, measure and data 
handling Mental multiplication and division, Number, place value 
and money, Fractions, decimals, and percentages 
This term will further develop fluency in number and efficient 
written methods of calculation. It is expected that children have 
rapid recall of all multiplication tables and associated division facts. 
Preparation for key Stage SATS will continue for children in year 6. 

Science  
Light and Sound 
Children will learn that sounds are made when objects vibrate and 
that sounds travel through solids, liquids and gases.  They will 
investigate how well travels through different materials sound and 
discover how instruments make sound.  They will suggest how to 
change pitch and loudness.  The children will understand the 
difference between natural and man made light and investigate how 
shadows are formed.  They will learn that light is made up of a 
variety of colours and know parts that make up the eye and their 
function. They will continue to plan and record their own scientific 
investigations  

 

ICT 
ICT will be embedded across the curriculum at every available 
opportunity.  They will use word processing packages in Literacy to 
present their work.  They will create a presentation on an aspect of 
Indus Valley life/artefact and present this to an audience.  They will 
use a publishing programme to create a catalogue of artefacts for a 
museum.  They will find photos of Indus Valley artefacts and consider 
what they tell us about life at this time.  They will be aware of safe 
searching when using the internet.  They will look at historical maps 
of the locality and look at aerial photographs and identify roads using 
websites.  They will use light sensoring equipment as part of their 
science work. 

Geography 
In Geography the children will have the the opportunity to 
investigate India’s climate and physical geography with the detailed 
maps. This will help them understand the complex Indian 
environment. Your children will explore the major mountains and 
rivers that dictate India’s population and climate patterns, locate 
major cities in India and investigate the human and physical features 
found there. The children will compare and contrast India to the 
United Kingdom. They will use maps and plans at a variety of scales 
and will further develop the skills of map and mapping that they 
developed in the Autumn term. 

French 
Bon Appetit /Telling the Time 
Children will listen and understand more complex phrases and 
sentences.  They will make and write simple sentences and short 
texts. Children will learn about the kinds of food French children eat 
for family meals and learn about the significance of food in everyday 
life and culture.  They will revise numbers up to 100 and beyond and 
learn how to tell the time in French. 

Art & Design 
The Indus Valley 
Children will have explored artefacts and art work from the Indus 
Valley throughout their history topic.  Children will develop their 
creativity by undertaking a cross curricular art project by designing 
seals and moulds to reproduce seals found in Indus Valley. 

India 
Children will research traditional Indian textiles and patterns and will 
focus on the paisley pattern. They will produce repeating patterns 
using printing techniques and will also work with Laing Art Museum 
as part of their outreach programme. 

Music  
Class Orchestra 
Children will continue to be taught by Mr Senior a brass teacher and 
will build on the progress they have made in the first term. They will 
continue to read by sight music notation and begin to experiment 
with composing their own music scores. 
They will continue to sing in groups learning both traditional and 
contemporary songs. 
Weekly they will listen to, appreciate and discuss a range of classical 
music and develop their musical vocabulary. 
 

 

P.E 
Games, Dance and Gymnastics. 
Children have developed a range of skills and techniques to aid ball 
games. They will continue to receive coaching from the School Sports 
Partnership during the first half of the Spring tem and will also 
benefit from the specialist teaching from Ms Hewison. They will work 
on a dream themed dance routine which will be performed later in 
the Spring term at the Gala theatre. They will also consolidate the 
effects of exercise on the body and how to stay healthy. 
       

R.E. 
Hinduism 
Pupils will explore what it means to belong to another faith group. 
There will be opportunities to listen attentively, talk clearly and 
confidently about their thoughts, opinions and ideas. Enquiry will 
focus on the key question - What does it mean to belong to a 
religion? Children will consider how members of this faith celebrate 
and live out their beliefs in: the journey of life, their main festivals 
and practices, their faith communities and the wider world? 

 
 

P.H.S.E. 
The children will begin to understand their own strengths and 
weaknesses and use this to set personal target and goals.  They will 
recognise that individuals are different.  They will consider how to 
behave responsibly in a range of situations and recognise how 
behaviour affects others.  They will share opinions.  
They will also attend a safety carousel that will address the topic of 
keeping safe, including e safety and basic first aid. 
There will also be further work from the Inspire project led by the 
Paralympian Tim Prendergast to help deliver sense on resilience and 
goal settings. 
 

HISTORY 
The Indus Valley 
The children will develop a wider study of important civilisations in 
the ancient world. Classroom discussion will enable them to make 
inferences and deductions from the evidence presented to them and 
to communicate their knowledge orally and in writing. They will have 
continued to develop their chronological understanding and use of 
historical vocabulary. The unit will build towards a debate to discuss 
the decline of the Indus Valley after researching and presenting one 
of the 4 theories that have been put forward by archaeologists. This 
will help them to understand that history can be interpreted in 
different ways. 
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